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Producers, Applicators Reminded to 
“Flag the Technology” and “Hit the Target” 

Friday, May 25, 2018        By Mary Jane Buerkle 
 As the 2018 growing season on the Texas High Plains begins, 
growers and applicators are reminded to utilize two useful 
programs to increase communication among growers and avoid 
crop injury. 
 The “Flag the Technology” program, which originated in 
Arkansas, was introduced in Texas with the advent of new 
herbicide resistance technologies last season. Growers place 
colored flags at entry points on fields, with each flag color 
representing a different kind of technology, allowing herbicide and 
pesticide applicators to readily determine which products are 
appropriate and safe to use on a specific field. A mobile app, 
which emphasizes good record keeping, is available for the 
program. 

The following are flag colors and uses: 
• White: Technology is tolerant to glyphosate herbicides. 
• Green: Tolerant to glufosinate herbicide, Liberty. 
• Yellow: Clearfield rice, sunflowers, wheat and canola 

which are tolerant to imidazolinone herbicides. 
• Teal: Tolerant to both 2,4-D and FOP (ACCase) 

herbicides, or Enlist technology. The white stripes 
indicate tolerance to glyphosate, Roundup. For Enlist 
cotton traits and soybean fields, a green flag should be 
added to denote tolerance to glufosinate herbicide 
(Liberty). 

• Black and white checkered: Tolerant to both dicamba, 
Engenia and Xtendimax, and glyphosate, Roundup 
Ready Xtend. 

• Red: Extreme caution required. Indicates conventional 
crops with no herbicide tolerant traits as well as 
sensitive production areas such as vegetables, vineyards, 
apiaries and organic production. 

More information about “Flag the Technology” is at 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/solutions/flag-the-technology/.  

Along with “Flag the Technology,” growers and applicators 
should register with the “Hit the Target” crop registry system. 
Once a grower registers with the site and enters their field 
information, registered applicators and other registered producers 
can view the location and flag color of registered fields, increasing 
opportunities for communication among growers and applicators. 

More information about “Hit the Target” is at 
https://hitthetarget.tamu.edu/.  

“Applicators must be aware of sensitive areas and 
susceptible crops around dicamba or 2,4-D tolerant cotton fields 
and develop an application plan,” Dr. Pete Dotray, AgriLife 
Extension Weed Specialist in Lubbock, said. “When applying 
new dicamba formulations, applicators will need to document 
their efforts to identify sensitive areas and susceptible crops, 
which can be achieved by surveying the surroundings, visiting 
with neighbors about the crops they are growing, utilizing the 

concept of ‘Flag the Technology’, and consulting with crop 
registries such as Hit the Target.” 

PCG Executive Vice President Steve Verett stressed the 
importance of communication about the usage of technology and 
on-target application. 

“These new tools have proven extremely useful for growers, 
but it is absolutely critical that we do everything we can as 
growers to be good stewards of the technologies,” Verett said. 
“Our applications have to be on target to protect not only each 
other, but ultimately to protect our ability to utilize these 
technologies in the future.” 
 

Cotton Ginning Cost Share Program 
Signups End May 31! 

Contact Your Local FSA Office 
More Info: http://fsa.usda.gov/cgcs 

 

Enrollment Open for  
Texas International Cotton School 

Friday, May 25, 2018     From Texas International Cotton School 
 Registration remains open for the 38th session of the Texas 
International Cotton School, scheduled for August 6-16, 2018, in 
Lubbock. 
 The Texas International Cotton School (TICS) is uniquely 
structured to provide an integrated understanding of the Texas 
cotton industry and how it interacts with the global cotton/textile 
complex. Since its inception, the school has been a collaboration 
between the Texas cotton merchants who make up the Lubbock 
Cotton Exchange and the faculty and staff of the Fiber and 
Biopolymer Research Institute of Texas Tech University. 
 “Our planning committee works diligently to ensure that our 
curriculum not only includes the fundamentals of the cotton 
industry, but also examines the latest issues and advancements,” 
Lubbock Cotton Exchange President John Aldinger said. 
 During the two weeks of the school, more than 30 experts 
from across the United States teach the students, who learn about 
the cotton marketing chain – including seed breeding, farm 
production, harvesting, ginning, warehousing, merchandising, 
and textile manufacturing. All aspects of U.S. and global trade of 
cotton are covered, so the students obtain an understanding of 
what is required to successfully participate in the U.S. cotton 
market and to deliver the cottons needed in diverse export 
markets. They learn about the important quality attributes of 
cotton fibers and how these translate into processing efficiency 
and textile product quality. Throughout the program, students 
have repeated opportunities to interact with the cotton merchants 
of the Lubbock Cotton Exchange and the fiber and textile experts 
of Texas Tech University. 
 For more information, including tuition and curriculum, visit 
http://www.texasintlcottonschool.com.  


